sve resbute 
Outlook 


NO “MIGHTY WORKS” 
TEST . . . Donald G. Miller 


ROMANS FOOTNOTE... 
; . Kenneth J. Foreman 


THE HYMNBOOK (3). . . 
James R. Sydnor 


EDITORIAL .. . First, the 
Adults . . Deacons Can Do It 





Continuing The Presbyterian Tribune 





VOL. 137 


SEPTEMBER 19, 1955 NUMBER 35 











DUKF UN 


iy 


KOlTY LIBRARY 


SEP 20 1955 


Some Disturbing Facts 


Dis iy 4AM N ( 


RALLY DAY, 1995 


One in Five. Only one American in five is 
a church school member. 


There are 28,000,000 children, 22,000,000 
youth and 73,000,000 adults not being reach- 
ed by Christian teaching. (F. E. Reinartz) 


* * * 


Even though Sunday school enrollment 
topped the 32% million mark two years ago, as 
compared with 141% million in 1906—an in- 
crease of 122 per cent—the schools still reach 
only 37 per cent of the children, 24 per cent 
of youth and 14 per cent of the adults. (A. L. 
Roberts) < a 

Between consecutive Sunday mornings 32,- 
400 new homes have been established (in 
America), 7,500 divorces have been granted, 
82,500 babies have been born. (A Message) 


Lack of Concern. As recently as 1939 a 
survey of 1,000 churches, which represented 
a cross-section of one of our largest and most 
wealthy denominations, showed that 75% of 
these were still operating one-room buildings, 
that is to say, a sanctuary with a small lecture 
room or basement. This is silent, but con- 
clusive, witness to the church’s lack of concern 
for its teaching function... . 


The proportion of its budget which the 
average church gives to its educational pro- 
gram, and the very small portion of benevo- 
lences given for Christian education, shows 
that the church is not yet alive to its commis- 
sion to teach. (Paul Calvin Payne) 


—Quotations from the recent International Sunday 
School Convention in Cleveland. 


IN THIS ISSUE—THE "FAITH HEALERS" 











Letters to the Editors 





Can the Rain-makers Be Robbers? 





Rain-Making 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


It seems that scientists have found that 
the sun can evaporate from the earth cer- 
tain amounts of water. This water forms 
clouds which lose their moisture when 
certain conditions occur. Rain-makers 
manufacture these conditions. (OUTLOOK, 
Aug. 29, p. 4.) 

Oklahoma rain comes from a southern 
source. Is it right for the rain-maker to 
take the moisture out of clouds south of 
Oklahoma when it is needed in Okla- 
homa? God help all of us! 

MUSKOGEE. 


Bible Mastery Month 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Can you give me information concern- 
ing Bible Mastery Month? There is fre- 





“Our young people 

are thrilled with 

this wonderful handbook 

Send 18 more to 
Youngstown, Ohio.” 


Also... 

“Our young people thoroughly enjoy 
the Going-to-College Handbook. |n- 
crease our order from 20 to 30...” 
—Greenville, Miss. 

Others: 

“We are having Student Sunday .. .”’ 
Send 100 copies.—Pittsburgh, Pa. 
20 copies to Denver . 

50 to Knoxville, Tenn. 

25 to Palmyra, N. Y. 

50 to Charlotte, N. C. 

20 to Johnstown, Pa. 

33 to Maplewood, N. J. 

50 to Miami Shores, Fla. 

30 to Birmingham, Ala. 

20 to Indianapolis. 

20 to Newark, N. J. 


—and many, many more. 


Every high school student in 
your church and community 
will want a copy now—for fre- 
quent reading during the year. 
Airmail or wire orders for prompt service. 
50¢ per copy; 6-19, 45¢; 20-49, 40¢; 50-99, 
35¢; 100 or more, 30¢ each. Mailing en- 
velopes available. 
OUTLOOK PUBLISHERS 
1 N. 6th St., Richmond 19, Va. 
Telephone 2-9492 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
Publishers, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except first week, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492; 
Foreign postage $1 extra. 


might, 4-5554. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 


quent mention of it in your and other 
papers, as well as some of our church liter- 
ature, but the source and program are 
rarely, if ever, given. 

DALLAS. 


e NOTE—See OUTLOOK, Aug. 8, page 
2 for details. The book for October is 
Titus. For aids write Chas. Hoffmeister, 
3601 Calif. Ave., Seattle 16, Wash. 


The New College Handbook 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

I have just this minute seen your 1956 
edition of the Gorne-ro-CoLLEGE HANDBOOK 
and I cannot but congratulate you on pub- 
lishing the best edition yet! (See also 
column 1.—Eds.) 

I have reveled in it for the past forty- 
five minutes for it has brought back many 
happy memories and warm associations to 
me, and it makes me wish all over again 
that there had been such a volume avail- 
able back in 1916 when I was a prospect 





PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational Excellence. Member South- 
ern Association Colleges and Secondary 
Schools, Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A, and A.S. degrees. Graduates trans- 
fer to Junior class best colleges. 
fessor each ten students, Personal at- 
tention. Scientific tests. Athletics. One 
year and two year business courses. 
Preparatory department with 11th, and 
12th grades. Veterans. Moderate 
charges. Scholarships. Self-help. 


THE REGISTRAR 
Maxton, North Carolina 


Pro- 


Box 38-R 








Peace (College 


Owned by the Presbyterians of 
North Carolina 
A Junior College combined with the last 
two years of preparatory school for 
girls who wish to complete high school 


work in a college atmosphere. Accred- 

ited. Transfer or terminal programs 

offered in: 

LIBERAL ARTS HOME ECONOMICS 
SECRETARIAL PRE-NURSING 


MUSIC ART 
Well-rounded program of sports, cul- 
tural, and social ee For catalog 

write: 





WILLIAM C. PRESSLY, President 
Raleigh, N. C. ; 


for just this sort of guidance. I would 
have given a lot to have had pages 60 
and 61 before me at that time! 


Epwarp D. GRANT. 
Director of Institutions. 


State Capitol Building, 
Baton Rouge, La. 


Survey on Being “Doctored” 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


A good many people, like myself, must 
be wondering about the proposed article 
or articles to be forthcoming as a result 
of your questionnaire concerning minis- 
ters’ degrees. Perhaps a statement on the 
editorial page would be welcomed by those 
who answered your questionnaire. .. . 


DwicuHuT A. SHARPE. 
Dallas, Texas. 


e NOTE—Soon.. A highly interesting 
article will report what ministers think 
about having every minister called 
“Doctor.” 


Presbyterian Unity 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

I am glad of the merger of THE PREsBY- 
TERIAN TRIBUNE and THE PRESBYTERIAN 
OvurTLooK. That is a wonderfully fine move 
which I am sure will contribute signifi- 
cantly to the growing unity of Presby- 
terians. I send to you and your colleagues 
my hearty congratulations. . 


LUTHER A. WEIGLE. 
New Haven, Conn. 





NO GREATER privi- 


lege exists than that of serving 
God through the example of 
leadership. Share with us the 
privilege of training our youth 
for service and_ leadership. 
Make your contribution, large 
or small, to Stillman College, 


P.O. Drawer 483, an act of wor- 


ship, an act of LOVE. 














Presbyterian s Coeducational 


accredited. Four-year liberal arts, 
(3) Grant in Ald, 
Athletics. 


booklet. 


Dormitories. 
Board, room, and tuition $795. 


KING COLLEGE 


Sound liberal education under vigorous aetene influences. 
sciences, 
FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: (1) Competitive, (2) Academic, 
(4) Remunerative Work. 
Summer session. 


R. T. L. LISTON, President, Box P, Bristol, Tenn. 


@® Founded 1867 
Fully 
business education. 


Sixty-acre campus. 
Catalog and illustrated 








write THE REGISTRAR. 





QUEENS COLLEGE 


CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 


A fully accredited college with a program planned for the academic, religious, 
and social development of young women. 


A.B. and B.S. degrees. For information 


EDWIN R. WALKER. President 
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Faculty Fellowship Draws 250 


With George A. Buttrick of Harvard 
and Kenneth J. Foreman of Louisville 
Seminary as conference headliners, more 
than 250 college and university profes- 
sors gathered at Montreat, N. C., just 
before their institutions were to open, for 
what is claimed to be the largest faculty 
conference on religion and education ever 
held. 

Under Methodist and Presbyterian, 
U. S., auspices, this conference attracted 
professors from more than 100 colleges 
and universities. The nationwide move- 
ment, of which it was a part, is the 
Faculty Christian Fellowship sponsored 
by the National Council of Churches. 


Helped by $25,000 


Presbyterians, U. S., boasted a large 
attendance partly because of an anony- 
mous $25,000 grant made to stimulate 
the movement in that church. Approxi- 
mately $2,500 was used to help pay ex- 
penses of many people who attended. 

Dr. Buttrick, who is now the Harvard 
University preacher, called upon teachers 
to resist idolatry which, he said, “is a 
running away from reality in the cult of 
money or fashion. If we deify the Amer- 
ican way of life or science or democracy, 
we are both asserting ourselves as God 
and at the same time trying to escape 
from our creaturehood and from the de- 
mands of God.” 

In his morning series Dr. Foreman 
spoke on “Theology’s Meaning for the 
Thinking Man.” 

“Faith without theology,” he said, “is 
blind. Theology without faith is empty.” 

The church, he insisted, has to combat 
‘all one-sided types of Christianity.” To 
do that, theology must be constructive. 
‘Most preachers,” he said, “would be 
appalled if they knew the variety of 
heresies held by their members.” 

Christian theology, he declared needs 
constant restatement in terms that lay 
people can understand. He _ warned 
against “loveless heresy trials” that deny 
the spirit of Christ in an effort to punish 
individuals who deviate from accepted 
theological views. 

Everett Tilson of Vanderbilt urged 
college teachers to take more active part 
in church work. “Can we effectively op- 
pose organized vice with disorganized 
virtue?” he asked. ‘Are the Christians 
outside our churches doing more to aid 


and abet the cause of Christ than Chris- 
tians inside our churches. Does puny 
individualism offer the most promising 
solution to the problem of petty denomin- 
ationlism ?” 

As he called for Christian teachers to 
have the courage to bear witness to their 
faith, he declared, ‘‘We deserve little 
credit for having high minds if we sup- 
port them with weak knees.” 


Vaughan Is Chairman 


Joseph L. Vaughan, University of Vir- 
ginia English professor, was made chair- 
man of the Presbyterian Fellowship for 
the coming year; Roland M. Frye, Emory 
University, is vice-chairman; John 
Bevan, Davidson, N. C., is secretary; and 
additional members of the executive com- 
mittee are: Rene de Visme Williamson, 
LSU; Fred W. Neal, Mississippi State; 
and Daniel D. Rhodes, Southwestern at 
Memphis. 


Two USA Missionaries 
Released in China 


Two Presbyterian, USA, missionaries 
were included in the nine American civil- 
ians recently granted exit permits from 
Communist China. They are Dr. Homer 
V. Bradshaw of Pennsylvania and Sara 
Emily Perkins of South Carolina. Also 
Dorothy May Middleton of Iowa is 
thought to be a Presbyterian who went to 
China to work among lepers as a nurse. 

Presbyterian leaders in New York said 
they were unable to understand why the 
name of Dr. Bradshaw’s wife, Wilda, was 
not on the list of civilians released. They 
said that she, like her husband, had been 
imprisoned until a recent mental break- 
down when she was paroled to Lora An- 
derson Lau of Canton who was caring for 
her. Mrs. Lau, a former American mis- 
sionary, is married to a Chinese. 

Officials also expressed concern that 
no mention was made of Harriet Mills, 
daughter of two other former Presbyterian 
missionaries in China now returned to 
the U. S., who is known to be in the 
Communist territory. (RNS) 


Army Hitch Before Wedding Bells 


PITTSBURGH, PA. (RNS)—Should students serve their hitch in the Armed Forces 


before or after marriage? 


A two-year survey by a special committee of the National Federation of Catholic 
College Students developed a marked difference of opinion on the question. 


But the consensus was, a spokesman said, that the call of the bugle should be 


answered before the wedding bells. 


Why do people join the church? 


Some Reasons Explored 


WaSHINGTON, D. C. (RNs)—Increased 
church membership over the country may 
not reflect a “back to God” movement the 
American Sociology Society was told at 
its annual meeting here. 

David O. Moberg of Bethel College 
and Seminary, St. Paul, Minn., said the 
expanding membership may be a product 
of the growing secularization of the 
church itself. 

Or it may be, he said, a mass reaction 
to the growing impersonalization of so- 
ciety which drives people to the warmth 
of the church to get satisfactions denied 
them elsewhere. 


“Sacred”’ Reasons 


Dr. Moberg reported on separate in- 
terviews he conducted recently with 104 


persons who joined five Baptist congre- 
gations in St. Paul. He said less than 
one-fourth of them gave “sacred” rea- 
sons for joining. 

He defined ‘‘sacred’”’ reasons as “inner 
religious experiences” and other “spirit- 
ual motivations.” All others he classi- 
fied as “secular” or “mixed.” 

The Baptist educator and lay preacher 
said he saw nothing necessarily to frown 
upon in the growth of secularization 
within the church. 

“The appointment of a recreational 
director,” he said, ‘merely formalizes in 
an up-to-date way the familiar spirit 
within the church traditionally expressed 
by parties and socials.” 

Among the facts uncovered by Dr. Mo- 
berg in his survey were: 








Of the 104 persons interviewed 101 
had attended Sunday school in their 
earlier years. 

Official advertising or publicity of the 
church had little or no influence in bring- 
ing in new members, at least so far as 
those questioned were consciously aware. 


Half Go to Nearest 


Fifty of the joiners did not choose the 
Baptist church closest to their home, but 
went past one to reach the church of their 
choice. 

Dr. Moberg said many factors were 
behind the decision of the group to affil- 
iate with a congregation. 

“Why these people joined the church,” 
he said, “may be considered from the 
viewpoints of the historical events that 
led up to the act of joining, the charac- 
teristics of the churches that encouraged 
or stimulated them to join, circumstances 
in their personal and social relationships 
at the time of joining, reasons and ration- 
alizations that support their beliefs and 
feelings about religion, the church, and 
church membership, and other personal 
desires, values and interests.” 


Youth Leaders Make 
Joint Plans for ‘56 

Presbyterian, U. S., youth leaders make 
no bones about working with other Pres- 
byterian youth groups wherever they can 
arrange it. Therefore, at the Assembly’s 
Youth Council annual planning meeting 
at Montreat, N. C., they looked favorably 
on several joint efforts, most of which are 
in the discussion stage, like these: 

—A possible joint meeting next sum- 
mer with national youth leaders of the 
USA and United Presbyterian groups; 

—Reproduction of Thy Will-My Will, 
a worship publication for high school age 
young people, with USA, U.P., Dutch 
Reformed, Moravians, Associate Reform- 
ed and Cumberland Presbyterians, if it 
can be arranged; 

—In the Senior High Fellowship sec- 
tion they liked the idea of a joint song- 
book for young people to be produced by 
six Presbyterian groups; 

—They pledged full support if the 
National Council of Churches will spon- 
sor a Christian art contest like that in 
the U. S. Church last year; if the NCC 
can’t do it, then they want it to be Pan- 
Presbyterian. 

Most significant and time-consuming 
duty of the councils seemed to be plan- 
ning major emphases for 1957—theme, 
hymn, art and financial objectives—to be 
announced next year. Meanwhile, on the 
lower eschelons, full emphasis is to be 
given this fall to the 1956 program, under 
the theme, “Strengthen Your Faith 
Through Knowledge’; hymn, “Strong 
Son of God”; and art, “A Light to My 
Path.” The financial objectives for next 
year are: 

(1) 35% toan Evangelical high school 


in Brazil; (2) 30% toward a mobile 
radio-TV studio; (3) 15% for Seoul 
Seminary in Korea; (4) 20% to contri- 
bute 13 weeks of literature for new Sun- 
day schools. 


Pat Miller, Moderator 

Officers of the Assembly’s Youth Coun- 
cil are to be: 

Pat Miller, Jr., Atlanta, Ga.; Modera- 
tor; Sally Meek, Ft. Smith, Ark., Vice- 
Moderator; Nancy Sager of Tennessee, 
Stated Clerk; Steve Bacon, Chattanooga, 
Tenn., president, Assembly’s Senior High 
Fellowship; and Alice Lewis, Natchez, 
Miss., Assembly’s Westminster Fellow- 
ship. 

In some work the Senior High section 
and the Westminster Fellowship (college 
students) met separately; in some they 
planned jointly as the Assembly’s Youth 
Council. 


Student Group 

One of the chief items now before West- 
minster Fellowship (college campus) 
groups is the Dec. 27-Jan. 1 quadrennial 
“Ecumenical Student Conference on the 
Christian World Mission.” It will seek 
a 50-50 division between students from 
this country and those from abroad. Pres- 
byterians, U. S., have a goal of 175 for 
the Athens, Ohio meeting. 

With nine Negro WFs within Assem- 
bly’s boundaries, the WF Council faced 
the need to have Negro students repre- 
sented on their council since the separate 
Snedecor Synod has been dissolved. 

Presbyterian, U. S., student leaders 
face the task of planning and directing 
the quadrennial United Student Chris- 
tian Council regional convention at year’s 
end in 1956, while looking also toward 


“Allege” and 


their denominational 
next year. 

As was true last year, Presbyterian, 
U.S., USA and United, officers and youth 
leaders will meet again this fall in a 
“consultation,” this time in Pittsburgh, 
Nov. 18-20. 


quadrennial the 


Canadian Anglicans 
Change Name of Church 


EDMONTON, ALBERTA (RNS) — The 
Church of England in Canada _ has 
changed its name to the Anglican Church 
of Canada. 

The new title was approved by the 
church’s 19th triennial General Synod 
here. 

Previous synods had rejected proposals 
to call the Church the “Anglican Church 
in Canada” and the “Episcopal Church 
of Canada.” 

The current synod’s action ends a long- 
standing debate over changing | the 
church’s official name. 


A. T. S. Music School 
To Offer More Work 


The Presbyterian, U. S., General As- 
sembly’s Training School is forging into 
new territory this fall with its expanded 
School of Music under the direction of 
James R. Sydnor. 

While this Richmond, Va., institution 
has long offered some work in choral and 
instrumental music, it will now provide 
a faculty of six with courses in music. 
In addition to Dr. Sydnor there will be 
Wm. H. Schutt, John M. Lewis, Made- 
line Dean Ingram, Nancy White Thomas 
and Arthur Rhea. 


“Advertise” 


By LUTHER A. WEIGLE 


To “allege” now means merely to as- 
sert, but in the sixteenth century it meant 
to adduce evidence, hence to cite or quote 
authorities. That is what it means in 
Acts 17:3, where we are told by the King 
James Version that for three weeks Paul 
“reasoned with them out of the scrip- 
tures, opening and alleging that Christ 
must needs have suffered and risen again 
from the dead.” Yet Webster’s New 
International Dictionary cites this text 
as evidence that ‘“‘allege” means “‘to assert 
without proof, but with the implication 
of readiness or ability to prove.” Does 
the writer imagine that Paul spent three 
weeks brandishing the Scriptures, imply- 
ing that he could prove what he was as- 
serting, but failing actually to cite or 
quote any evidence? 

That our best dictionary could go so 
far astray is just an additional bit of 
evidence that the archaic language of the 
King James Bible easily misleads the 


reader. The Revised Standard Version 
translates the passage: 

“They came to Thessalonica, where 
there was a synagogue of the Jews. And 
Paul went in, as was his custom, and for 
three weeks he argued with them from 
the scriptures, explaining and proving 
that it was necessary for the Christ to 
suffer and to rise from the dead, and say- 
ing, ‘This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, 
is the Christ.’”’ 


The word ‘‘advertise” appears twice 
in the King James Version, Numbers 
24:14 and Ruth 4:4. Its meaning is 
simply to tell or inform, without any of 
its twentieth-century connotations of wide 
public notice. When Balaam said, “I 
will advertise thee what this people will 
do to thy people,” he meant “I will let 
you know. . . .” The statement of Boaz 
to the kinsman of Ruth, “I thought to 
advertise thee,” was not a threat; what 
he said was simply, “I thought I would 
tell you of it.” 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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@ With the long lines of suffering humanity and the 
eager hopes stimulated among the despairing . . . 


What About the ‘Faith Healers’? 


HAT about the “faith healers” and 
their demonstrations on television ? 

Are they genuine? Should the hopes 
of ill people be stimulated? Should they 
be encouraged to believe that if they can 
only get to the “healers” they may expect 
to be made well ? 

Most aggressive piece of work done to 
answer these questions has been by Car- 
roll R. Stegall, Jr., pastor of the Pryor 
Street Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Ga. 
While he believes personally that by the 
power of prayer, God opens the way to 
healing, he nevertheless labels popular 
“healers” of present movements in such 
terms as these: 

“The modern Pentecostal claim that 
they have recovered the Apostolic gift of 
miraculous healing is a fraud. They have, 
instead, manufactured a new cult, using 
the age-old tricks of suggestion and psy- 
cological cant. So far from glorifying God 
with this, they cause his name to be blas- 
phemed among the worldly by their ex- 
cesses. So far from curing, they often 
kill. Far from blessing, their arrival in 
a city is rather a curse, a misery, a racket, 
a destruction of faith in simple people.” 

But are not some people “healed” by 
such movements? No dcubt about it, he 
says, just as they were by Coue’s, “Day 
by day in every way I am getting better 
and better.” He writes: 

“A great area of human ills have their 
basis in mental and spiritual problems. 
How large this percentage is, no one can 
say; but I have heard reputable scientists 
and physicians estimate it variously from 
40% to 80%. People with financial wor- 
ries, marital problems, frustrations of 
every sort, may be affected in the course 
of years with sicknesses that are quite 
real, however, unreal the cause. People 
of this group may actually find relief in 
some vivid spiritual experience, and do: 
in experiences including the priest’s con- 
fessional, the psychiatrist’s couch, and the 
‘healing line.’ ”’ 

So, people with no organic ailment, he 
says, are the ones the “healer” hopes to 
get in his line. The procedure goes like 
this: 


They Are Screened 

The first thing ordinarily done is to 
screen the applicants with “‘as much care 
and cunning as possible.” To obtain a 
card permitting him to be in the healing 
line, a sick person must attend a service 
held in the morning or afternoon at cone 
of the supporting churches, or send a rep- 
resentative. The pretended purpose of 
this, says Stegall, is to “build up his faith” 
with exhortations concerning the certainty 
of the coming cure that night. The more 
probable purpose, he writes, “is the excuse 
it offers to take up another offering which 
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is always done and to sell the healer’s 
literature.” 

A second screening comes at the service 
when the cards must be held up—then 
those “numbered from 800 to 850 stand 
up and line up along that wall.” From 
that group then the “healer” chooses, as 
he walks up and down the line, the ones 
who may come forward. 

This is the method used by one leader, 
says Stegall. Others differ only in de- 
tails. 

But what about the genuinely sick, the 
actually disabled, who appear at the 
meetings? He replies: 

“The answer is shocking. No healer 
will come near any really crippled or dis- 
abled person at all if he can possibly avoid 
it. I have seen many desperate cases at 
every meeting I have attended... . Night 
after night they are avoided like the 
plague. When pressed for an explana- 
tion, the healers profess to be able to 
discern those who have faith—which is 
never found among those really sick, it 
seems. If one of these does by mischance 
get into the line, the healer will say, ‘Get 
up here on the platform with me and wait 
until the line is over, and than I will give 
you special attention.’ If he has already 
begun his act before he discovers what 
is wrong, he will carry it on as far as 
possible and then say, ‘Sit down there on 
the front row and wait for me; I need to 
pray longer over you. Needless to say, 
these promises are never kept. The 
‘wearied’ healer always slips out as fur- 
tively and hastily as possible.” 

Jailed for His Pains 

Mr. Stegall’s own interest in the phe- 
nomenon dates from experiences and ob- 
servations in the Belgian Congo where 
his parents were missionaries. The basis 
of the lengthy paper he has written, how- 
ever, is his own personal contact with 
and observation of the movement and 
many of its most prominent leaders. In- 
cluded in the story is the experience in 
Atlanta where, in connection with his 
study of the movement, he was arrested, 
jailed and fined for “disturbing public 
worship” despite the permission given 
him by the leaders to be there, take notes 
and observe the procedure. Church of 
Christ ministers in Atlanta at the same 
time were particularly sympathetic in 
view of their own campaign against the 
claims of the Pentecostal healers and 
the fact that a group of them had been 
ejected from the meeting when they were 
seen to be taking notes. 

So, the Stegall experiences have come 
the hard way. He tells about case after 
case which he has followed up: 

Mr. Cheek, with a partial paralysis, 
whom they wouldn’t touch . . . 

Charlotte Ivy, a little four-year-old 


in Atlanta, crippled as a result of polio, 
who went to Oral Roberts for healing. 
He ordered her brace removed and com- 
manded her to walk. “I was within a 
few feet of the healing line and saw the 
little shriveled leg unchanged. She was 
not able to walk; but Roberts told her 
parents not to put the brace back on or 
it would be lack of faith and would ruin 
the ‘healing.’ ” 


Kate Brown, a middle-aged Atlantan, 
deaf in one ear and very hard of hearing 
in the other. Oral Roberts ordered her 
to remove her hearing aid and “never 
wear it again.” She could hear slapped 
hands, but no words. Roberts explained, 
“She’s cured, but the demon is resisting; 
she’s getting it and losing it. You wait 
over there and I’ll come back to you.” 
He never called for her again. 


“Mr. and Mrs. Charles McKay brought 
their infant child, who is club-footed, to 
Oral Roberts in Atlanta. I spoke to them 
before they went up the steps in the line 
and just after they came back down. I 
asked and received their permission to 
feel and examine the little feet. There 
was no change.” 


Three Great “Doctors” 


Although Oral Roberts avoids some of 
the excesses of other “healers,” the fol- 
lowing story is told about him: 


“Healers go to any length to procure 
(testimonies). They will quote medical 
sources, true or false. In his March, 1952, 
issue of Healing Waters, Oral Roberts 
printed a cover picture which showed 
three men, the caption reading ‘Three 
Great Medical Doctors Congratulate Oral 
Roberts for His Ministry of Faith to Suf- 
fering Humanity During the Roberts 
Campaign in Phoenix.’ The names of the 
doctors are given, and another photograph 
in the magazine shows ‘Dr. J. H. Miller, 
outstanding medical doctor, president of 
a medical society of over 20,000 physi- 
cians... .’ 

“Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse, the na- 
tionally known pastor of the Tenth Pres- 
byterian Church in Philadelphia . . . took 
the time to do a little research into these 
‘doctors.’ An inquiry to the American 
Medical Association brought the answer 
from their Bureau of Investigation that 
not one of the men mentioned in the cap- 
tions could be identified as doctors of 
medicine or licensed to practice medicine 
in Arizona. One of the three men was 
tracked down through a telephone direc- 
tory in Phoenix, and was found to be op- 
erating as a ‘naturopathic physician’... 
No organization headed by Dr. Miller was 
discovered, and the ‘North Towne Clinic’ 
supposedly operated by one of the men was 
non-existent. Yet this ‘man of God’ has 
the temerity to claim support from ‘Three 
Great Medical Doctors.’ ”’ 


Tested by New Testament standards, 
5 








this movement, in the opinion of Mr. 
Stegall, falls far short. What about 
Christian love? he asks. 

“Some of the men do not make a show 
of love; some do. Oral Roberts, for in- 
stance, makes a considerable to-do over 
infants brought to him, lifting them in 
his arms and murmuring over them. I 
met him backstage one night and spoke to 
him, a few platitudes, so that I might 
evaluate him more closely. While we 
were talking a woman came up with her 
thumb wrapped in a bloody handkerchief. 
Exhibiting it, she told her tale. She had 
just that moment shut the door on it, but 
it didn’t matter, since Roberts was there 
and could heal it. Would he? Most gra- 
ciously, he would. Taking the thumb be- 
tween his two hands he prayed over it 
(which builds up a charge of the Holy 
Spirit, as it were) and then with a sharp 
squeeze, “shot” the charge through her, 
so to speak. Except for a sharp yelp of 
pain, nothing happened and the woman 
went off still nursing her bloody thumb. 
But at any rate, Roberts seems to take a 
personal interest. But only seems to. 
Night after night I saw one wheelchair 
case brought up on the platform. It was 
an old woman whose neck could not be 
held steady. Her head bobbed and weaved 
and tossed constantly, like a doll’s head 
on a broken spring. I spoke to her one 
night. Her mind was quite rational. Her 
faith was complete that ‘if he ever gets 
to me, he’ll heal me.’ Why not, then, heal 
this poor woman? Why keep her in such 
constant, nightly agonies of hope and 
despair?” 


The Sick Are Left, Waiting 

Such a picture, Stegall insists, is a 
common one, for, he says, “these mounte- 
banks place hedges all about their sup- 
posed power, and when they have de- 
ceived the congregation with their sup- 
posed healings, they plead weariness and 
beg to be excused. They depart, leaving 
the actual sick on the platform to come 
another night, endlessly.”’ 

In all his studies and investigations, 
Mr. Stegall says he has 


“siven each healer every opportunity 
to prove himself. I have followed the 
same course with them all. Sitting near 
the front of the platform, I have also 
screened the applicants in the healing line 
—with this difference: I ignored those who 
had nothing evident wrong with them, and 
watched closely the visibly and evidently 
disabled. I have watched them in the line 
as they were dealt with and then I have 
gone to them and personally spoken to 
them afterwards, taking their names and 
addresses. In some cases I have waited for 
a few days before visiting them, to allow 
any ‘delayed healing’ to take effect. I 
have never seen a vestige of change. I 
challenge any honest investigator to fol- 
low my technique and see whether his 
findings do not agree with mine.” 


Two Objectives 


What is the explanation, then, of this 
grand-scale effort? Stegall says this: 


“Having demonstrated that these ‘heal- 
ers’ are not merely simple, sincere, but 
deluded men trying to propagate the gos- 
pel and relieve the suffering of sick people, 
the question arises: What are they after? 
The answer is two-fold: They are seek- 
ing personal prestige and glory, and finan- 
cial gain. I can prove both statements. ... 
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“The ego of these men is enormous. I 
have shown how they reign like kings over 
their tents and theaters full of subjects. 
They swell upon the admiration of crowds. 
They are astute enough to make a great 
show of giving God glory, but one glimpse 
of their publicity will show what the ‘main 
attraction’ is.... 

“Prestige and publicity is important to 
those men, but the real end is financial 
gain. It would be interesting to know 
what they pay in income tax. They live 
not only well but extravagantly. They 
drive large, expensive cars; even the local 
ministry lives in a manner far superior 
to their people. They compare themselves 
to Jesus, saying that ‘the common people 
hear them gladly,’ but they miss the 
other comparison. Jesus also had no place 
to lay his head. When the healers have 
their own equipment it is fabulous. Oral 
Roberts has an enormous tent—‘larger 


DONALD G. MILLER SAYS: 


than Barnum and Bailey’s’—nine splendid 
all metal trailer trucks, thousands of fold- 
ing chairs, his own Hammond-type electric 
organ, his own Steinway platform grand 
piano, and extensive indoor and outdoor 
lighting equipment. Size of tent, by the 
way, is a matter of pride and competition 
among these men. I believe that at pres- 
ent Jack Coe has the largest; it outmeas- 
ures Roberts’ tent by a few feet. I am 
not sure what kind of poles Coe has, but 
Roberts at least can claim that his are 
chromium plated. 

“All this must be paid for. Where does 
the money come from? Anyone who has 
attended one of these meetings knows. It 
comes from the people. Rarely does the 
taking of the offering occupy less than 
thirty minutes... .” 


Although Mr. Stegall deals with an- 
cther characteristic of the Pentecostal 


THE TEST IS NOT WHETHER 
“MIGHTY WORKS” ARE DONE 


The validity of a healing movement is 
never to be determined by its results-— 
either alleged or real. Jesus gave the 
death-blow to any such measure of valid- 
ity when he said that at the last judgment 
many would say to him, “Lord, Lord, did 
we not ... do many mighty works in your 
name?” to whom he would have to reply, 
“TI never knew you; depart from me, you 


It is clear that the ability to perform 
“mighty works” has little bearing on the 
spiritual worth of a man or a movement. 
In fact, it is quite possible that some 
who evoke astonishment by their miracles 
are actually in league with anti-Christ, 
or the forces which are set against the 
Lordship of Jesus. “For,” said Jesus, 
“false prophets will arise and show great 
signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if 
possible, even the elect” (Matt. 24:24). 


Avoided Publicity 


It is equally clear from the Gospels 
that Jesus sough to avoid any publicity 
from his own “mighty works,” and that 
when he saw them becoming focal in 
people’s thinking instead of his demand 
for repentance and faith in the King- 
dom, he deliberately withdrew from the 
Luke’s record is that “‘so much 
the more the report went abroad con- 
cerning him; and great multitudes gath- 
ered to hear and to be healed of their 
infirmities. But he withdrew to the 
wilderness and prayed” (Luke 5:15.16). 
Jesus was defeated by his success, in the 
sense that the demand of the multitudes 
for healing often kept them from under- 
standing the nature of the gospel he had 
come to proclaim. 


masses. 


A third consideration is that in inter- 


DR. MILLER is professor of New Testament 
at Union Theological Seminary in Virginia. 


preting Jesus’ mighty works in the Gos- 
pels, three things always go hand in hand 
—his works, his teachings, and his per- 
son. The total revelation was to be found 
in the combination of all these factors. 
The understanding of Jesus’ teachings 
and his Person on the part of modern 
“healers” is as much a part of the evi- 
dence in evaluating them as is their 
ability to do “miracles.” And many of 
them are strangely lacking when judged 
by this ‘‘total” standard. 


“Give Us a Sign” 


In the fourth place, to rest faith on 
the ability to do the unusual is a type of 
faith which Jesus flatly rejected. ‘‘Give 
us a sign’? was the demand of the Phari- 
sees, and we will believe. Jesus replied 
that the only sign they would get was 
the sign of Jonah—the announcement of 
coming judgment and the call to repent. 
To evaluate men or movements by their 
ability to produce ‘mighty works” is not 
evidence of biblical faith, but rather of 
a specious credulity which the sinful 
human heart is always seeking to sub- 
stitute for genuine fath. 

Finally, if one is to follow everyone 
who can produce the remarkable or the 
unusual, he will have many masters. For 
there are many, with quite divergent in- 
terpretations of Jesus, who seem able to 
produce genuine miracles. Who, then, 
should be followed on the basis of this 
evidence ? Shall one be a Christian Scien- 
tist if he can be convinced that even 
one of their “mighty works” is genuine? 
Why not, if this is the criterion of faith? 
But if so, then one would likewise have 
to align himself with countless other 
“faith healing’ movements, and end up 
with a conglomeration of religious ideas 
which could have no consistency nor 
wholesome worth. 
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movement, speaking in tongues, his major 
emphasis is on the healing claims. 


The Future 

Some of his charges may be too severe, 
but there is enough in what he reports 
to raise serious question marks about 
these phases of Pentecostalism. He 
concludes his 56-page small-type study 
with some predictions about the future of 
the effort. Will this movement, like some 
earlier ones, “outgrow its follies and 
settle down”? He answers: 


“To some extent this is being done now. 
There are sober and honest men in the 
movement, such as William M. Smith 
who edits The Gospel Minister and de- 
plores the excesses of the movement. The 
Assembly of God, as it grows, is in some 
cities taking on dignity and restraint, and 
abstaining from the tongues and healings 
excesses. . . . However, the present em- 
phasis will not disappear, as it has in 
times past. It is too well entrenched, too 
well publicized, and above all else, too 
financially valuable to too many people. 
... As long as there is human misery and 
superstition and ignorance, these charla- 
tans will exist to organize them into 
bodies which follow blindly and pay well 
for the privilege. 

“We may, however, predict a leveling off 
of their present rapid growth. The appeal 
of Pentecostalism is limited quite clearly 
to the naive and gullible mind which will 
accept things without investigation. The 
great majority of the followers of the heal- 
ers are old people, frustrated people, neu- 
rotic people, shallow people—people cast 
aside by society and forgotten by the 
proud ‘established churches,’ to our eter- 
nal discredit. Denied social satisfaction 
in a competitive world, left behind in the 
rush of society, they find in Pentecostalism 
a relief and security other churches can- 
not provide. Any time they need their eg 
soothed, any time they feel humiliated and 
need appreciation, they can go forward 
and be ‘marvelously healed’ or ‘gloriously 
saved’ again, or ‘have a great blessing’ and 
be baptized by the Holy Spirit, speaking 
in tongues.” 


Mr. Stegall see no possibility, however, 
of persuading their followers that the 
healers are false. He thinks the reason 
is this: 

“It is the peculiar effect of religion that, 
while a political leader may be discredited 
and fall from favor, or an athlete may be 
disgraced and abandoned, a_ religious 
leader seldom is. This is because his fol- 
lowers confuse faith in God with faith in 
the man they think is from God... . These 
men have been discredited time and again 
by events; but the people who follow them 
do not think—they only feel.” 


What Defense? 


What can be done by way of defense 
against the movement? Freedom of re- 
ligion, says Mr. Stegall, makes almost 
anything possible among us. No law 
can touch such movements. His solution, 
however, will seem to many people to be 
very dubious. He calls for a deeper 
emphasis upon what he calls “the funda- 
mental doctrines of Christianity” and he 
does so over against “liberalism, ecumeni- 
calism, social-gospelism and the like.” 
But it would be difficult to imagine that 
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the people attracted by the Pentecostal 
movement have ever had any touch at all 
with the monster described by Mr. Ste- 
gall. Moreover he claims that most of 
the followers have been drawn from 
churches which he indicates have been 
nearer to the “fundamentals” than some 
others. 

He has already shown how the appeal 
is to the socially and economically dis- 
inherited who have not been made wel- 
come in the older churches and have not 
felt that they were really a part of the 
fellowship or could “belong” in the com- 
pany of those churches. Some people 
will feel that this burgeoning movement 
lays demands on the older churches to 
make their fellowship more vital, their 
worship less formal and their preaching 
more down-to-earth and understandable. 
It may also challenge them to back up 
their professed faith in a more adven- 
turous manner, pushing out into areas of 
concern instead of seeking the shallows 
and the peaceful waters. 


Admonition 


There is this word of admonition from 
Mr. Stegall: 

‘Above all, let us show love and friend- 
ship to the decent and honest people in 
the Pentecostal churches. They are, after 
all, our brethren in Christ. We will de- 
fend ourselves from their errors; we will 


In the wake of floods: 


try to help them; but we will remember 
that they are like children playing games. 
We do not punish children who get too 
serious with their make-believe; we take 
them by the hand and lead them, even 
when they do not want to be led. As for 
the men at the top who lead in the de- 
ceptions and wickedness, we need not 
concern our hearts with them. They are 
in God’s hands, and it is his business to 
judge them, not ours.” 


The small booklet published by Mr. 
Stegall, from which generous quotations 
have been made in this article, has been 
circulated to the extent of approximately 
5,000 copies, he estimates. There are 
also editions in Japanese and Spanish 
and another circulating in the Philippines 
in addition to its serialization in a Mis- 
sionary Baptist paper. The quoted price 
of $1 is high, but although several print- 
ings have been made, the author says he 
cannot secure a lower printing charge 
to enable him to offer it at less cost. 

Although several leaders of the Pen- 
tecostal movement have secured the book, 
including some described in it, no efforts 
thus far, he reports, have been made to 
restrain him or to delete any of the 
charges which are made. 

Inquiries about the booklet may be 


addressed to 606 Pryor St., S. W., At- 
lanta, Ga. 


Religion with a Mop 


East STroupsBuRG, PA. (RNS)—This 
flood-battered community was invaded by 
an army of Mennonite volunteers, who 
are aiding residents in cleaning up mud- 
filled homes and streets. 

These unassuming Christians—includ- 
ing lawyers, teachers, tradesmen and 
farmers—have balked at no task, no mat- 
ter how menial or grueling. 

Just as soon as the men get “the rough 
stuff” cleared away, Mennonite women 
come into town with mops and scrub 
pails. 

John Hopkins, national Red Cross rep- 
resentative in East Stroudsburg, said the 
women wash everything from walls to 
dishes. 

“When they leave,” he said, ‘‘the house 
is immaculate.” 

Survey by Plane 

The Mennonites decided to lend a hand 
in East Stroudsburg after a three-man 
disaster committee of the denomination 
surveyed conditions here by plane. 

What they could see from the air led 
them to call a meeting of representatives 
of about 50 churches in Bucks and Mont- 
gomery counties. The following morning, 
an appeal for volunteer workers was made 
from the pulpits of the various churches. 

Denominational leaders had hoped for 


a group of about 100 volunteers. But it 
soon became evident that many more 
would respond to the challenge. 

By 9 a.m. the morning after the appeal, 
seven buses and 21 trucks loaded with 
some 300 Mennonife volunteers pulled 
into East Stroudsburg with a police es- 
cort. The workers carried their own 
shovels, wheelbarrows, brooms, pumps 
and other equipment. They even brought 
along their own lunches. 

By nightfall, 29 debris-littered homes 
had been completely cleared. And 25 
others were virtually cleaned. 


Kept It Up 

The Mennonites continued to come each 
day, although for many of them it meant 
travelling some 200 miles and getting up 
as early as 4:30 a.m. 

Why did they do it? 

Norman G. Good, Mennonite coordina- 
tor of the program and a member of 
the disaster committee, put it this way: 

“This type of work has been going on 
for some time, and is an outgrowth of our 
overseas relief work. Most of our large 
congregations have their own disaster 
groups. 

“We're simply accepting our Chris- 
tian responsibility.” 
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EDITORIAL 


Note for Rally Day 


First, the Adults 

The Cleveland International Sunday 
School Convention helped to make clear 
in many ways the major area challenging 
the church. If there has ever been any 
doubt about it we ought to see now that 
it is the Adults—adult persons, attitudes, 
habits of life and thought. 

Too long has Sunday school and the 
Christian education program been con- 
sidered “kid stuff’—even within the 
church. Paul Calvin Payne, in addition 
to our quotations from him on our cover, 
put it so: 














“Great conventions like this have been 
meeting for 123 years, yet Christian edu- 
cation is still on the defensive in our theo- 
logical seminaries, and, in terms of rela 
tive time and money, is still but a mar 
ginal concern of the churches.” 

Any set of statistics will show that th 
great unworked field in any church or 
community is the adult potential. 

A major study is now approaching its 
time to report in the U. S. church. We 
should be hearing in October the results 
of the long-range investigation of the re- 
lation of the pastor to the educational 
program, including the traditional pro- 
gram and training provided in the sem- 
inaries. Some of the conclusions may be 
rather startling. 

Anyway, there are sound and whole- 
some trends to be noted. Dr. Payne’s 
address stressed this movement toward 
the responsibility of homes and parents 
in the program and what the church can 
do to help rather than seeming too often 
to be making demands on homes and 
parents. Said he: 

“We must no longer encourage parents 
to believe that they can shunt off their 


responsibility as parents to public insti- 
tutions or to the church. The only reli- 


gion that is any good is home-made reli- 
gion... . The next immediate step there- 
fore, in the church’s educational program, 
is to reverse the current practice of re- 
garding the Sunday church school as the 
primary resource and to build a program 
primarily for the home, to be conducted 
by parents, aided, inspired, guided and 
supplemented by the church school.” 

Integral to the New Curriculum of the 
USA Church is this approach. Now, in 
the development of a new curriculum of 
their own, Episcopalians are making it 
requisite that before a church uses its 
materials, there shall be a covenant re- 
quiring the active participation of par- 
ents in worship and study. Such obliga- 
tions are considered so important “that 
parishes and missions are not encouraged 
to use The Seabury Series if the condi- 
tions have not be fulfilled.” 

It would be an immeasurable gain if 
in this rally season we realized, and re- 
sponded intelligently to the fact, that 
adult ideas are molding the attitudes and 
idea of children and young people and 
that all need to be made more Christian; 
that adult habits of worship and study 
are the key to anything of value we may 
be able to do in the Christian fellowship. 

But .. . let’s not think we have solved 
this problem when we have tried or suc- 
ceeded in getting more grownups into 
traditional adult Bible classes. After 
all, one of the best things we could do 
would be to take a penetrating look at 
these traditional classes. 

It is a regrettable fact that many a 
“highly successful” adult or Bible class 
is the biggest obstacle to the sort of adult 
program needed in most churches. 

Resolution to deal with this adult prob- 
lem in whatever form it appears might be 
the best thing we could do in this rallying 


Afraid to 


Fear of what other people will say has 
led many men into wrongdoing. Long 
ago King Saul cried out to the prophet 
Samuel: “J have sinned; for I have 
transgressed the commandment of the 
Lord and your words, because I feared 
the people and obeyed their voice.” 

All of us recognize the contrast be- 
tween many prevailing customs and the 
plain requirements of Christian life. It 
is easy to conclude that when in Rome it 
is better to do as the Romans do. When 
neighbors favor segregation and enter 
into agreements not to rent or sell prop- 
erty to non-Caucasians, many Christians 
go along with this policy lest they be 
considered queer. The practice of serv- 
ing intoxicating liquor in Christian 
homes is spreading, with the justification 
“everybody’s doing it.” Christian men 
and women sometimes fall into loose 
relations under group pressure. Sharp 


Living with Peace of Mind . 


season. It could be much more impor- 
tant than adding larger numbers to the 
roll, for many schools and classes already 
have more people than they deserve— 
on the basis of doing or being able to do 
an effective teaching job. 


Deacons Can Do It 


The Deacons of the First church, 
Corinth, Miss., have taken a fine step 
which ought to be followed all across the 
Southern church. This announcement 
appeared recently in a Sunday bulletin 
there: 

“It is a pleasure to announce that the 
Board of Deacons has authorized a check 
to be sent to the Negro Fund Campaign 
in Atlanta to pay in full the amount which 
individuals in this congregation still owe 
that campaign. Those individuals who 
still owe something on this campaign are 
urged to make payments immediately to 
the treasurer in order to reimburse the 
church treasury for this money and so that 
he can be relieved of his duties regarding 
this fund. Since many other churches 
have failed to pay their pledges, there is 
yet a need for funds. Anyone wishing to 
make an additional contribution should 
see Mr....” 


If Deacons in other churches will see 
that something like this is done, a major 
danger will be averted. As it now stands, 
failure to pay pledges in full by the end 
of December could mean the loss of a 
$100,000 conditional gift which depends 
upon payment of the last part of the cam- 
paign objective. 

(Press-time information is that $60,- 
000 of the $100,000 conditional gift has 
just been paid to the campaign treasury 
by the anonymous foundation in token 
of the confidence of this donor that Pres- 
byterian pledges will be paid in full.) 


Do Right? 


practices in business are often condoned 
because competitors engage in them. 
Christian patriots sometimes support na- 
tional policies which they know to be 
wrong. 

So general is conformity to sub-Chris- 
tian standards that all of us need hours 
of self-examination under the scrutiny of 
God, and times of fresh commitment to 
the doing of the will of God at any cost. 
We do well to enter into the closet and 
ask ourselves: ‘How seriously am I 
pursuing the good life? How earnestly 
am I striving for Christlikeness in all 
my doings? In what ways is the love of 
money—and the things money can buy 
—eating as a cancer at my spiritual life ? 
What expressions of fleshly appetite block 
the way to vitality in my life of prayer? 
Am I behaving as if I really believe that 
a humble and contrite heart is pleasing 
to God ? 





. . by Kirby Page 
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Footnote to Romans 10:1-17 


ESSENTIALS OF FAITH 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


OW MUCH is it absolutely neces- 

sary to believe, to be a Christian? 
At one extreme, there are those who say 
one does not have to believe anything. 
Christianity, they tell us, is a matter of 
attitude, of spirit, not of creed. 

On the other hand, there are those 
who assure us we have to believe a great 
deal. The churches which accept the 
Athanasian Creed, for example, set up 
a doctrine of the Trinity which is both 
elaborate and difficult, affirming that un- 
less a man believes this creed “‘whole and 
entire” he cannot be saved. In circles 
nearer home we find it said that unless 
we accept a certain doctrine or explana- 
tion of the Atonement, or of Inspiration, 
we cannot call ourselves Christians. 

Let us agree with the first group men- 
tioned above that mere intellectual belief 
does not save; let us agree also that spirit 
and attitude are basic in the Christian 
life. Let us agree with the opposite group 
that since Christianity has developed a 
lofty and far-branching system of doc- 
trine, it ought to interest every Christian 
to explore this and to make it, so far 
as he can, his own. 

But if we take St. Paul seriously as an 
inspired teacher, we shall have to say 
against the first group that you cannot 
call yourself Christian while believing 
nothing; there is some irreducible min- 
imum of belief. And against the second 
group we shall have to point out that 
when Paul himself plainly lays down 
what it is necessary to believe in order 
to be saved, he does not mention the 
Trinity, nor the Atonement, nor Predes- 
tination; he says nothing whatever about 
baptism. 


HAT he does say is: “If you con- 

fess with your lips that Jesus is 
Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved” (Rom. 10:9). 

A moment’s thought will show that he 
cannot mean we are to confess one thing, 
believe the other. It would be dishonest 
to confess what we do not believe. Con- 
fession involves belief; belief on the other 
hand will surely come out in confession. 

To begin with, we see that saving faith 
is centered in Jesus, in what God does 
in and through him. A vague kind of 
faith such as we hear about in that song, 
“T believe,” is not saving faith. It may 
be no more than a passing emotion. Belief 
that there is a God is not saving faith. 
A genuine Christian cannot be ignorant 
of Jesus, nor indifferent to him. It is 
true that elsewhere and often in the New 
Testament we read of faith “in” and not 
“about” Christ. But faith-in involves 


SEPTEMBER 139, 1955 


faith-about. Paul here simply and pre- 
cisely defines what faith-about-Jesus is 
necessary and sufficient for salvation. 
We can see also the importance of “‘sav- 
ing” faith; if it is not saving it can’t be 
called Christian, even though there are 
many things a Christian may believe 
which are not at all vital for salvation. 


HAT are the essentials? First, 

faith that Jesus is Lord. Paul 
would be the first to deny that merely 
saying the words has saving power. He 
would be quick to condemn words, es- 
pecially such words, when they have no 
belief back of them. Jesus is Lord: this 
means accepting Jesus as life’s supreme 
authority, the direction-giver. 

It is often said that one cannot be a 
Christian without accepting the deity of 
Christ. This is true, but it can be mis- 
understood. Paul does not put it in 
terms of “deity.” He puts it on a prac- 
tical level. There have been men who 
in less than a week after repeating the 
Apostles’ Creed committed murder. Did 
they really believe that Christ is God’s 
only Son and our Lord? Plainly not; for 
if they had, they would have taken him 
seriously. “Lord” is a term which car- 
ries with it relationships. A Lord with- 
out a realm, a Lord without any who owe 
him allegiance, would be a forlorn spec- 
tacle. One who acknowledges Jesus as 
Lord thereby confesses personal loyalty. 
Perhaps that is the reason why Paul 
seldom (some think never) calls Jesus 
God, but regularly calls him Lord. A 
man may engage in metaphysical specu- 
lations about the “two natures” of Christ, 
or about the Trinity, and remain an un- 
repenting man of this world; but when 
au man begins to call Jesus Lord, and 
mean it, then a saving change is begin- 
ning in his life. 

‘and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead.” This is Paul’s 
second essential. It may seem strange 
to discover in the preaching of New Tes- 
tament times how central the Resurrec- 
tion is. It is not just another miracle; 
it is not even in the same class with the 
raising of Lazarus and others. This was 
the crowning act of God in Christ. It 
is the Resurrection that marks Jesus as 
“more than a prophet.” If death con- 
quered him, then he is human, nobly 
human, but that is all that can be said. 
If God raised him in triumph over death, 
then he is seen to be divine. 


JESUS who is less than Lord, a 
Jesus whose death was his end— 
such a one cannot save. Belief in a re- 
duced Christ is not saving faith. Jesus’ 


lordship of life, his conquest of death, 
is his saving power. To be saved, we 
cannot believe in less. If a man believes 
this much his faith will grow; but if he 
believes less, he is in danger of losing 
even the faith he has. 
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Labor Day. ‘This is written on Labor 
Day. One is inclined to offer up a prayer 
of thanksgiving for the quality of Ameri- 
can labor and for the fact that labor’s 
reward in America exceeds that in any 
other part of the earth. Also for the won- 
derful team—capital and labor, both of 
which are essential to production. And 
another prayer, too, that neither group 
will become arbitrary or dictatorial, or 
place its own interests above the interests 
of the whole people. 

Schism. Word comes of a rift in 
Methodism over the racial issue. This 
is sad news, but we Christians just have 
to reconcile ourselves to the fact that the 
gospel of Jesus Christ is a challenging, 
revolutionary, and iconoclastic gospel 
which from its very nature must shake 
the world and cause cleavages between 
people. We may look upon such instances 
of ferment as proof that Christianity is 
marching forward, as indeed it is in most 
parts of the world today. 


Creed. In Nashville, Tenn., we see 
along the highway a sign erected by a 
“fringe sect” advertising its church and 
using as a sales argument “No CREED 
BUT THE BIBLE.” This column dares to 
wonder why any of us need any other 
creed. There would be less division 
among us Christians if the Bible were our 
only creed. The closer we get to the 
Cross the less room there will be for the 
divisicns in Protestantism. 


Downtown Church. Also in Nash- 
ville a large sign on a historic Presby- 
terian Church building pleading with the 
community for $500,000 to save the 
church. Why is it almost a general rule 
that the downtown Protestant Church 
faces financial difficulty if not death? 
The Answer: Too many downtown 


churches are still trying to minister to 
uptown people. 
Washington, D. C. 
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THE MAKING OF THE HYMNBOOK (3) 


By JAMES R. SYDNOR 


Choosing the Hymns 


One-half million Christian hymns 
from which to choose and room for less 
than six hundred! Furthermore the needs 
and desires of 3,702,875 members, not 
of one denomination but of five, had to 
be met. This was the major problem of 
the Content Committee. 

From the beginning the committee knew 
the overall size of the proposed hymnal. 
After apportioning sufficient space for 
introductory material, indices, and Scrip- 


tural aids to worship, the committee then 
had an idea of the approximate pages 
available for hymns. It was thought 
advisable, as a start, for each participat- 
ing denomination to present, in turn, a 
minimal list of its essential hymns. 


One Approach 


Perhaps it would be of interest to know 
how one denomination (Presbyterian, 
U.S.) drew up its basic required hymn 
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Church committees planning building 
fund campaigns seek proficiency when 
they consider professional fund-raising 
firms. Churches require firms whose 
recommendations are sound and whose 
directors are thoroughly-trained and 
experienced. 

How does a church committee find such a firm? 


Not through a hasty interview with only one firm. Not on the 
basis of sweeping promises or widely ballyhooed “guarantees.” 
Certainly not through a quick decision made under pressure. 


A fair hearing and a calm look are the best methods for 
selecting fund-raising counsel. A careful interview will disclose 
what services a firm really offers, the principles on which it stands, 
and the standards of proficiency which it demands from the 


The importance of a building fund campaign in the life of a 
church dictates a careful, considered approach in the selection 
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list. A sub-committee of this delegation 
drew up a list of 350 hymns and tunes. 
Copies of the list were sent for criticism 
and correction to representative church- 
men and churchwomen throughout the 
denomination. These included laymen, 
ministers, musicians, directors of Chris- 
tian education in small and _ large 
churches, rural and urban, as well as staff 
members of various church boards. 

At the same time this sub-committee 
placed notices in a number of denomina- 
tional periodicals requesting lists of 
hymns actually used and popular in con- 
gregations. The response was good. A 
mountainous stack of lists and letters 
accumulated. Some of the letters were 
4 or 5 typed pages, single-spaced, giving 
evaluations of various hymnals. The 
Presbyterian, U.S., Department of Evan- 
gelism submitted a list of hymns needed 
for that emphasis. Board of Christian 
Education staff members were consulted. 

Each list, letter, and suggestion was 
carefully considered and tabulated. Then 
the Presbyterian, U.S., representation on 
the Content Committee evaluated these 
responses from the church and aferwards 
formed a list of askings. 


Wide Agreement 


When the entire Content Committee 
got down to the actual task of selecting 
hymns, it was intensely interesting and 
relieving to find the wide areas of agree- 
ment on desirable hymns. Our “old 
favorites” were everyone else’s favorite 
hymns, like “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord 
God Almighty” and ‘‘The Church’s One 
Foundation.” In other words, a majority 
of the Presbyterian, U.S., basic needs 
overlapped similar requirements of sev- 
eral, if not all, of the other participants. 

I wish the readers could have attended 
one of the work sessions of this Content 
Committee. For several years the com- 
mittee met every month or so, usually at 
Princeton Seminary. For two or three 
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days the members would assemble— 
morning, afternoon, and far into the 
night—in the choir room of Miller 
Chapel. There the 12 to 14 committee- 
men would face each other over a long 
table piled high with scores of hymnals, 
manuscripts, and lists. 

As hymns and tunes were proposed by 
the different representatives, this rule was 
followed: If a hymn received 10 to 14 
votes, it was tentatively accepted. If 
6 to 9 voted for it, it was placed on a 
questioned list for later consideration. If 
less than 6 voted for a hymn it was re- 
jected with the proviso that its advocate 
could latter resubmit and plead for it. 

Many very familiar hymns were quick- 
ly accepted. Frequently, however, a text, 
beloved by one denomination but un- 
known by the other four, would be pro- 
posed. Then it was necessary to read 
the text and perhaps sing a stanza or so. 
Sometimes the text would be acceptable 
but the singability or quality of the tune 
might be questioned. So, at snail’s pace, 
it sometimes seemed, the committee scru- 
tinized literally thousands of hymns and 
tunes. 


Hymn of Columba 

For some months the Presbyterian 
Church of Canada was represented on 
the editorial committee with a view to 
possible adoption of the book by our 
Canadian brethren. Although it later 
proved impossible for them to continue, 
their capable representatives made many 
valuable contributions to the content of 
the book from their Canadian Book of 
Praise. I recall, for example, that their 
Dr. Colin Miller, in discussing the Brit- 
ish Church Hymnary with me, urged the 
inclusion of St. Columba’s splendid 
hymn, “Christ Is the World’s Redeemer.”’ 
Columba, it will be recalled, planted the 
banner of Christendom on the tiny isle 
of Iona off Scotland’s coast in the sixth 
century. Dr. Miller’s recommendation 
was followed by the committee. 

After each denominational list had 
been appraised in turn, the Content Com- 
mittee then took a long look at the entire 
index thus far assembled. With a total 
view now in mind, the whole list was 
re-voted, hymn by hymn, for a final 
choice. 
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With the five denomination’s basic 
needs fairly met, the Content Committee 
then had space for a hundred or so 
hymns. These were chosen with a view 
to giving certain emphases which might 
have been lacking in the original list. 
In this way The Hymnbook received its 
final proportion and balance. 

Two of the participating groups, the 
United Presbyterians and the Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian, have strong 
metrical psalm-singing traditions. In- 
deed, until a very few years ago, the 
latter denomination was forbidden by 
church law to sing anything other than 
the Psalms of David. Because of these 
two precedents but especially because 
psalm singing is a unique heritage of all 
Presbyterian groups, it was decided to 


include approximately seventy-five metri- 
cal psalms. Their selection was delegated 
to a sub-committee from the two denom- 
inations mentioned above. This section 
of The Hymnbcok will be discussed in a 
later article. 

Some New Hymns 

The committee’s interest in including 
significant new original hymns and tunes 
was widely advertised. Hundreds of 
manuscripts were reviewed by the sub- 
committee on new hymns and a few 
possessing unusual quality were in- 
cluded. 

One final word. It should be readily 
apparent that no denomination or indi- 
vidual committeeman received his full 
askings. Sometimes a hymn would be 
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resubmitted a number of times only to 
be rejected by majority vote. We were 
satisfied to trust the group judgment as to 
the final requirements of The Hymnbook. 
It is to be hoped that, in like manner, the 
leaders and congregations using The 
H ymnbook will realize that there is ample 


wealth of usable hymns, even if every 
local favorite does not apepar within its 
covers. 

Next week: The problem of deciding 
what hymns should be in The Hymn- 
book. 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Here are transcribed answers to questions submitted by telephone or 

mail to a radio panel of ministers. The questions discussed by the 

members are recorded and amended or rewritten as participants desire 

before being printed. Giving answers are: Albert C. Winn, Stillman 

College professor; Wm. H. Crane, missionary to the Congo; David 

A. Bowles, Second church, Richmond, Va., and Walter P. Baldwin, 
missionary to Japan. 


INTER-RACIAL CONTACTS 

In the Old Testament God sent 
Ham, Shem and Japheth all in dif- 
ferent directions. Is it true that God 
never intended for them to associate 
together? 


WI1nN: I am not sure where the Bible 
says that God sent Ham, Shem, and Jap- 
heth in different directions. In the 10th 
chapter of Genesis we find the table of 
nations, including the descendants of 
Ham or the Hamitic races, the descend- 
ants of Shem or the Semitic races, and 
the descendants of Japheth, among whom 
most of us number ourselves. But there 
is no statement there that God sent them 
in different directions. I suppose what 
our inquirer is thinking about is the 
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story in chapter 11 about the tower of 
Babel. There God did scatter men, and 
it is quite clear that the disunity of the 
human race is the result of the sin of 
pride. When we turn to the New Testa- 
ment, the clear teaching of the New Tes- 
tament is just this: that Christ in atoning 
for human sin also ended the disunity of 
the human race. We read such state- 
ments as, “‘He is our peace. . . . He has 
broken down the dividing wall of hos- 
tility. In the newness of the Christian 
life “there cannot be Greek and Jew, 
circumcised and uncircumcised, bar- 
barian, Scythian, slave, free man, but 
Christ is all, and in all.” 

MoperAtTor: I think we are familiar 
with another quotation along that line. 
We sometimes talk about God having 
made of one blood all the nations and 
having established the bounds of their 
habitation. 

CRANE: Just what are those bounds 
supposed to be, geographical, arbitrarily 
decided upon by states, or just what are 
those bounds that are supposed to be God- 
imposed ? 

MopeErAtTOR: I suppose they refer to 
what we think of as historic bounds. But 
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that idea breaks down too, for if it is 
valid we would have to turn this country 
back to the Indians. Those without In- 
dian ancestry would have no right to be 
here. 


RESPECT FOR OLDER PEOPLE 

How broad an interpretation is to be 
applied to the commandment, Honor 
thy father and thy mother? Are other 
older people to be included in our un- 
derstanding of that commandment ? 

BALDWIN: Respect for older people 
comes as a natural consequence of honor 
of and obedience to our parents. The 
primary reference to the commandment, 
of course, is to fathers and mothers. It 
is nevertheless legitimate to include by 
inference all older people, especially those 
who occupy positions of honor or exert 
rightful authority over us. 


BEING SAVED 
What does it mean to be saved? 

BowLEs: For a man to be saved means 
that God has made available to us, 
through Christ, deliverance from spiritual 
death and from a life of sinfulness which 
can end only in death. Here are some 
facts, from my point of view, which are 
involved in being saved. Being saved 
means that believers in this life experi- 
ence the transforming power of the risen 
Christ, that we share his fellowship, and 
that we have been delivered from lives 
of sinful, self-indulgence. That means 
here and now in our present existence. 
Salvation, we also need to realize, is not 
confined to this life. In the 2nd chapter 
of Ephesians Paul tells us that God made 
us alive together with Christ, made us 
even now to sit with him that in the com- 
ing ages he might show the immeasurable 
riches of his grace. Salvation, or being 
saved, is the gift of God’s grace, not the 
result of our own merit. It is a process, 
it is not something that is instantaneous. 
It is not a process that continues only in 
the earthly life, but having been begun in 
this life it carries over into the life here- 
after and into all eternity. 
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THE BIRTH OF JESUS 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for October 2, 1955 
Background Luke 2:1-40. Print 2:1-14 


We enter this week upon a series of 
studies in the Gospel according to Luke, 
beginning our study with the familar 
story of Jesus’ birth. 


|. The Birth of Jesus 


Luke tells us five things about the birth 
of Jesus. 

1. It was during the reign of Caesar 
Augustus. Gaius Octavius, as he was 
known at birth, was a great nephew of 
Julius Caesar, who carried Rome’s con- 
quests to new frontiers. He was adopted 
by Caesar as his son and heir, and after 
his assasination became ruler of the Ro- 
man Empire. The Roman dominion ex- 
tended now over all the Mediterannean 
world, and reached northward to the 
British Isles, and to the East as far as 
the Euphrates, the mightiest empire the 
world had yet seen, and the reign of 
Augustus (27 B.C.—14 A.D.) was its 
golden age. If anyone had intimated to 
the Emperor or his intimates that the 
most world-shaking event to occur during 
his long and glorious reign was the birth 
of a child in an obscure corner of the 
empire they would have been incredu- 
lous. But so it was, and Augustus him- 
self is remembered now chiefly for that 
event. 

2. He was the son of Mary. Mary 
lived in Nazareth, one of the numerous 
small villages scattered about Galilee. 
She was engaged to a carpenter, named 
Joseph, in the town. Both Joseph and 
Mary were descendants of David, but 
there were many other descendants of 
David in Palestine, so that this fact gave 
them no particular prestige. They were 
both very poor. 

Matthew tells us that when Joseph 
learned that Mary was with child, he was 
very much disturbed. He was minded 
to break the engagement and to put her 
away privately. This was a more serious 
affair than it would be now in America. 
Betrothal among the Jews was the first 
step in the formation of the marriage 
relation and was given a prominent place 
in the social life of the Jewish people. 
It has indeed the significance of an in- 
complete marriage. Betrothed couples 
indeed could live together, if they chose, 
as man and wife, and children that were 
born from a union thus effected were 
regarded as legitimate. Usually however 
the betrothal was followed by an elab- 
orate wedding occasion. To break a 
betrothal arrangement was then prac- 
tically equivalent to a divorce, a pro- 
cedure in this case that would have meant 
the utter disgrace of Mary. 
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Matthew tells us that Joseph was dis- 
suaded from taking this step only by an 
angel, who informed him that ‘that 
which is conceived in her is of the Holy 
Spirit” (Mt. 1:20-21, Lk. 1:26-31). It 
would seem from the story in Matthew 
and Luke that he then took Mary to his 
home as his wife (probably without the 
wedding ceremony, which was not re- 
quired), though he did not live with her 
as a husband until after the birth of her 
son. 

3. He was born in Bethlehem. Luke 
tells us very carefully how this came 
about. There was a decree from Caesar 
Augustus that all the Roman Empire 
should be enrolled (not taxed, as in the 
KJV). This was the first enrollment under 
Quirinius, governor of Syria. Joseph 
was required to enroll in Bethlehem, 
because it was his ancestral home. 

Objections have been raised to this 
account on four grounds: (1) So far 
as known, there was no imperial census 
in the time of Augustus; (2) there could 
have been no Roman census in Palestine 
during the reign of Herod the Great, 
recognized as an ally, though actually 
a subject of Rome; (3) such a census 
could not have been carried out by Qui- 
rinius, for he was not governor of Syria 
until ten years later, when he did take a 
census which gave rise to a revolt under 
Judas of Galilee; (4) under a Roman 
census it would not have been necessary 
for Joseph to enroll in Bethlehem. Many 
modern Bible students conclude, there- 
fore, that Luke was misinformed on this 
particular point. It is quite possible, 
however, that Luke will be vindicated in 
time, on this point, as he has been on so 
many others, where he was once thought 
to be in error. It is possible, for ex- 
ample, that Quirinius had an earlier term 
of office than the one of which we have an 
historical record, and that by referring 
to the first enrollment under Quirinius 
Luke intended to distinguish it from the 
later enrollment which inspired the re- 
volt of Judas. 

Why Mary accompanied Joseph is not 
clear. It may be that she desired to be 
with Joseph and away from Nazareth 
when her child came into the world. 

4. He was born in a stable. Luke ex- 
plains this very simply by saying there 
was no room for them in the inn. Cer- 
tainly there were people in Bethlehem 
who knew that Mary’s son would soon be 
born. Yet no one offered to open his 
home to her, as no one offered to give her 
his place in the inn. If she had been a 
woman of rank, if she had been possessed 


of wealth, who can doubt that it would 
have been different. As it was, however, 
the people of Bethlehem saw in Mary 
only a peasant woman with child. So it 
happened that Jesus was born in a stable. 
Dr. McNeilie reminds us that this stable 
“which we surround with a halo of loving 
imagination must have been in fact a 
very uncomfortable place.” It was prob- 
ably “a sordid, dirty, draughty little 
shed.” 

Why does Luke tell us of Jesus’ humble 
entrance into the world? We could never 
learn from Matthew’s account that he 
was cradled in a manger. Mark does not 
mention it and neither does John. Luke 
mentions it, perhaps, because he had 
great sympathy for the poor. He goes 
out of his way to show us how Jesus was 
bound to all classes of people. We agree 
with Dr. Paterson-Smyth: ‘Somehow it 
would spoil the picture if he had been 
born in a palace, with princesses to wait 
on him and high priests in attendance.” 

“Did Bethlehem’s stable loathe 

Its drab, dull stone? 

And did the oxen sense their common 

lot? 

The hay its coarse inadequacy? 

The earth-pressed floor, unworthiness? 

My heart is shabby, too: 

Come, Manger Light! 

Make my dull spirit glow 

This silent night! 

—Mary Dickerson Bangham in Christ 
in Poetry. 

Edited by Thomas C. and Hazel D. 
Clark, Association Press. 


5. Jesus was Mary’s first-born son. Not 
her only son; Luke says distinctly her 
“first-born” son. Later Luke refers to 
Jesus’ brothers (8:19). Mark gives the 
name of four and mentions at least two 
sisters (6:3). Later, much later, when 
virginity had come to be regarded as a 
holier state than marriage, the theory 
came to be accepted, not on historical 
grounds, and not because of any Scrip- 
tural evidence, but on ascetic and dog- 
matic grounds that Mary remained a 
virgin, and that Jesus was not the first- 
born but the only son. 


ll. The Angels and the Shepherds 
1. The announcement by the angels, 
2:8-14. 
We note two things: to whom the an- 
nouncement was made and of what it 
consisted. 


(1) We might have thought that the 
announcement would have been made to 
the high priests. ‘Yet history bears wit- 
ness,” says Snowden, “that at times few 
men stand in God’s way more than eccle- 
siastics. They are rarely the men that 
hear a message direct from God. God 
must usually tell it to somebody else 
first. One of the most startling things 
in the Bible is the fact that the announce- 
ment of Christ’s birth was made, not 
to priests, but to shepherds.” 


Godet reminds us that among the Jews 
13 








the occupation of Shepherds was held in 
a sort of contempt. They were despised 
by the rabbis on account of their neces- 
sary isolation, which made religious ob- 
servance by them unlikely, if not ab- 
solutely impossible. It was significant, 
therefore, that the announcement was 
made to them, religious cutcasts, men 
unshepherded by the spiritual leaders 
of Israel; significant too that the an- 
nouncement ran, “I bring you good tid- 
ings of great joy, for there is born to 
you a Savior.” 

We observe in passing that it is hardly 
likely that the flocks would have been 
out in the field on a December night. 
As a matter of fact the church did not 
begin to observe December 25th as the 
birthday of Christ until the fourth cen- 
tury, and then, not because of any his- 
torical recollection, but apparently as a 
substitute for a popular pagan festival 
observed on the same day. We have no 
reason for thinking that our Christmas 
was the actual birthday of Christ, but 
there is no reason why we should not 
continue to observe it as such. 

(2) The angel said, “Be not afraid,” 
and the Savior whose birth he announced 
has become the great caster out of fear. 
He continued, ‘I bring you good news.” 
It was from this phrase that we get our 
word gospel. The word gospel has come 
to mean many things to us, but it meant 
originally Good Tidings or Good News. 
Over and over again Luke emphasizes 
this fact, that the coming of Jesus meant 
Good News (cf. 3:18; 4:17; 7:22; 8:1; 
9:6). Moreover it is “good news of a 
great joy.”’ Jesus had the same conception 
of the gospel (cf. Mt. 5:1-12; Jn. 15:11). 
It was good news of great joy also to the 
early disciples (cf. Romans 5:3; Phil. 
4:4). And it is good news today—for 
the confirmed alcoholic, for example, who 
has learned that he cannot save himself, 
that he is a hopeless drunkard, hopeless, 
that is, until he hears the message: “You 
cannot save yourself, but you can be 
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saved by a Power beyond yourself, if out 
of the depths you cry unto God.” It is 
good news to the “man in a tight spot, 
who is putting up a gallant fight, hating 
the very word ‘quitter,’ but wondering 
sometimes whether he will prove equal 
to the strain. Then one day he hears it 
said: ‘Why fight alone? There are 
divine resources on which a man can 
draw and find himself upheld and em- 
powered.” (Ernest Fremont Tittle, in 
The Gospel According to Luke, published 
by Harper and Brothers). 

It is good news of great joy for us all, 
because, as Tittle says again: “If it be 
true that in Jesus of Nazareth the eternal 
God entered into human life, then some- 
thing beyond man, a superhuman purpose 
and power, is now at work in the world; 
and we may be entirely sure that God’s 
purpose of good is ultimately beyond de- 
feat.” 

And that was the message of the angel, 
as accepted by the early church: “I 
bring you good news of a great joy which 
will come to all the people’”—not to one 
class in society, but to all classes; not to 
one nation, but to all nations; not to one 
generation, but to all generations. 

“For,” continued the angel, “‘to you is 
born this day in the city of David a 
Savior who is Christ the Lord.” The 
fact that he is the Christ, and that Beth- 
lehem is spoken of as the city of David, 
meant that he was the anointed one, the 
Messiah, the King of Israel, who had 
been promised by the prophets. 

But the emphasis is upon the fact that 
this promised Messiah is a Savior, that 
is, one who saves. As Tittle says: 

“The word spoken by the angel has been 
fulfilled. Thanks to the faith, the hope, 
the moral insight and the regenerative 
power which the coming of Jesus released 
among men, countless millions of human 
lives have been bettered and blessed. 
People have indeed been saved. They 
have been saved from inordinate love of 
self, and turned into devoted servants of 
the community. They have been saved 
from alcoholism and debasing lusts and 
enabled to be more than conquerors. They 
have been saved from hopelessness and 
despair, and given the power to triumph 
over disaster.” 

The angel further declared that the 
sign which would prove to them that the 
announcement was true was that they 
should find a babe wrapped in swaddling 
cloths and lying in a manger. All of us 
will agree with Richard Roberts: 


“IT am grateful that he was born a little 
child and grew into his manhood, that he 
gathered experience as we do and gained 
knowledge of our life by living it, show- 
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ing our common human limitations, our 
human joys and our human pains.” 

“And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God and saying: ‘Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace among 
men with whom he is pleased.” So it 
reads in the best manuscripts, and so it 
is given in the Rsv. Because of the birth 
of the Savior the song indicated glory 
or praise shall ascend to God who is in 
the highest heaven, and peace will be 
available among men with whom he is 
pleased. 

Peace of mind is a great desideratum 
today. Books which are thought to re- 
veal the formula through which it may 
be obtained sell by the thousands, by the 
millions, in fact. But some of the formu- 
las will not work. They lack the neces- 
sary ingredients. Inward peace is avail- 
able even in the midst of outward 
turmoil, in the presence of death itself. 
So Jesus taught (John 16:33), and so 
Paul believed (Phil. 4:6-7). But the 
peace is available for those with whom 
God is pleased, not for those who seek 
primarily to please themselves. 

Says Tittle: 

“The ‘peace’ which the angels’ song pro- 
claims is the peace of the heart at one 
with God. Yet the popular idea that what 
is here set forth is the hope of world 
peace is by no means entirely incorrect. 
In the first century one result of the com- 
ing of Christ was the reconciliation (in 
some cases) of Jew and Gentile: ‘For he 
is our peace, who has made us both one, 
and has broken down the dividing wall 
of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the 
law of commandments and ordinances, 
that he might create in himself one new 
man in place of the two, so making peace, 
and might reconcile us both to God in one 
body through the cross, thereby bringing 
the hostility to an end.’ (Eph. 2:14-16). 
The possibility of world peace is greatly 
increased as human beings in growing 
numbers become one with God in the 
sense of sharing his vision and purpose, 
his active concern with the welfare of all 
men everywhere.” 

2. The visit of the shepherds, 2:15-20. 
The shepherds were moved to instant 
action by the announcement of the angels. 
They went in haste and found Mary and 
Joseph and the Babe lying in the manger. 
They made known not only to Mary and 
Joseph but also to all the inhabitants of 
Bethlehem, with whom they came in con- 
tact. what they had heard and seen of 
the angels. The people of Bethlehem 
naturally wondered at the things which 
were spoken unto them by the shepherds. 
But Mary, as a woman will, kept all these 
sayings, pondering them in her heart. 
The shepherds returned, as morning 
came, to their humble tasks, as we must 
all return from our place of vision to the 
commonplace duties of life; but the whole 
world looked different; they returned 
glorifying and praising God. And so 
should we. 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches.  Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


HOPE RISES FROM THE LAND. By Ralph 
A. Felton. Friendship Press, New York. 136 
pp., $2.50. 

Some three-score years ago in a small 
Oklahoma church on the final night of 
a protracted meeting the evangelist made 
a final plea for new converts and believers 
to come forward. Only two little boys 
came up. The preacher berated the con- 
gregation with words that carried a barb 
that the labors of the church and the 
preacher and the prayers of all for the 
whole length of the meeting should be 
crowned with no more than the profes- 
sion of two little boys. How great a 
doxology he would have sung instead if 
he could have seen one of those little boys 





now! He is Ralph Felton apostle of 
Agricultural Missions at home and 
abroad. 


Felton has had a hand in the design 
of curricula and equipment for Christian 
agricultural training centers and sem- 
inaries on several continents. He teaches 
in Drew Theological Seminary. 

This book is a word picture and pho- 
tographic documentary of outstanding 
rural Christian mission work in Latin 
America, Africa, Syria, India, Southeast 
Asia, and Japan. 

This is exciting! For instance, when 
the Methodists conduct a mission in Por- 
tuguese Mozambique in which men are 
taught to go back to their villages as 
preacher-teacher-farmer all in one and 
thoroughly self-supporting there is great 
hope that the self-supporting church in 
Africa is within sight. 

The Christian community in most of 
the world is a pitiful minority, in many 
places despised. The hope is to use the 
gifts of health, food, medicine, literacy, 
love, as a means of convincing people 
one by one or whole villages and neigh- 
borhoods, if it please God, to get folks 
to listen as Christ speaks to them: “I 
came that they might have life.” 

And as one unmarried woman mis- 
sionary in Japan who serves in an iso- 
lated rural center says: ‘‘There is not 
enough darkness in all the world to put 
out the light of one small candle.” 

This is a book for every Christian 
dependent on land for food. 

No reference is made in this book to 
anyone connected with the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. 

THOMAS W. CurRIE. 
Dallas, Texas. 


TWO SONS. By William M. Elliott, Jr., 
John Knox Press, Richmond, Va. 62 pp., 
$1.50. 

Here are six sermons on the parable 
of the Prodigal Son by the always-inter- 
esting preacher of Highland Park Pres- 
byterian church, Dallas, Texas. Titles: 


“One Request God Will Never Refuse”; 
SEPTEMBER 19, 1955 


“When a Man Comes to Himself’’; “On 
Making God a Last Resort”; “Are You 
Morally Passing the Buck?” “How God 
Treats a Repentant Sinner”; and “The 
Prodigal’s Brother.” 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


American Heritage August 1955. 
ican Heritage, N. Y. $2.95. 

Many a Good Crusade. Virginia Croch- 
eron Gildersleeve. Macmillan Co., N. Y. 
$5.00. 

Blue Palomino. Elizabeth Bleecker Meigs. 
E. P. Dutton Co., Inc., N. Y. $2.50. 

Within Two Worlds. David M. Cory. 
Friendship Press, N. Y. $2.00, cloth. $1.25, 
paper. 

Winston Churchill in Trial and Triumph. 
Alan Moorehead. Houghton Mifflin Co., 
Boston. $2.50. 

A Treasury of Bible Highlights. Myrtle 
Mallette. Exposition Press, N. Y. $3.00. 

Tribute to Jesus, Edgar Daniel Kramer. 








Amer- 


Christian Education Press, Philadelphia. 
$1.50. 

The Bond and the Free. Charles Duns- 
comb. Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston. $3.00. 

Indian Americans—A Junior Teacher's 
Guide. Doris Demaree. Friendship Press, 
N. Y. 50 cents, paper. 

A More Excellent Way. Ruth Nothstein. 
Augustana Book Concern, Rock Island, Il. 
$1.00. 

World Friends Spreading the Gospel. 
Picture Album. Friendship Press, N. Y. 
$1.00. 

World Friends: Indian Americans, Pic- 
ture Album. Friendship Press, N. Y. $1.00. 

Words and Their Ways. Eugene H. 
Sloane. The Owl Press, Bay Ridge, Md. 
$1.00, paper. 

You Can Witness, William H. McCorkle. 
Board of Church Extension, Atlanta. No 
price listed. 

Indian Americans—Primary Teacher's 
Guide. Lois B. Eddy. Friendship Press, 
N. Y. 50 cents, paper. 

The Problem of Jesus. Jean Guitton. 
P. J. Kenedy & Sons, N. Y. $3.75. 
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Hymns We Love 
STORIES OF THE HUNDRED MOST POPULAR HYMNS 
By Cecit Nortucortr. Delightful reading for all who want 
to know more about the hymns that have become a well- 
loved part of worship in the English language. The author 
is London correspondent of Christian Century. 


Christian Love in Everyday Living 
By Owen Hutcuison. A workable “‘prescription” for abund- 
ant living, based on the concept of Christian love in I Corin- 
thians, Ch. 13. Popular style, for laymen. 


By THeitma Aparr & ExizasetH McCorrt. Practical instruc- 
tions, with pictures and diagrams, on making equipment that 
insures better teaching at minimum cost. $1.25 


Choral Readings from the Bible 


Ed. by Harry J. Herrman & HELEN A. Brown. Best-loved 
Scripture passages arranged for choral reading by large or 
small groups; music or speech training not necessary. 

1-4 copies $1.00 ea. 5 or more, 90¢ ea. 





$2.50 





$2.00 
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CHANGES 

Stuart V. Curnock, Binghampton, N. Y., 
will become pastor of the First church, 
Addison, N. Y., Oct. 9. Address: 21 Maple 
St. 

Robert Cameron Miller from Connell- 
ville, Pa., to 125 Linwood Ave., Buffalo 
om... B 

Wm. H. Winch, formerly of Wilmore 
Ky., in now professor of Bible and coun- 
selor at Lees Junior College, Jackson, Ky. 

John R. Rosebro from Gastonia, N. C., 
to 2435 Sharon Road, Charlotte 7, N. C. 

W. C. Neel from Gastonia, N. C., to 
Saluda, N. C. 

James B. Reaves, former Army chap- 
lain, is taking post-graduate work at 
Union Seminary, Va. Address: 3213 Brook 
Road, Richmond 27, Va. On August 16 he 
and Louise McKinney Hill of Decatur, 
Ga., were married. 

Milos Strup! from Salisbury, N. C., to 
Box 277, Sub-Station B, Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity, Nashville, Tenn., where he is to 
work on his doctorate. 

Lannie Parnell from Mansfield, La., to 
408 llth St., Nacona, Texas. 

H. C. Carmichael from Oak Ridge, 
Tenn., to 2139 Avondale Ave., Charlotte, 
N. C. 

Daniel Jenkins, well known minister of 
Britain, will share the ministry at King’s 
Weigh House Church, London, beginning 
Jan. 1. He will concentrate on building up 
a ministry to specialized professional and 
educational groups. He will continue to 
lecture for three months each year at the 
University of Chicago. 

Robert B. Porter, formerly pastor in 
Milton, Fla., now serves an Independent 
Methodist Church and, at his request, 
has dropped from Presbyterian 
rolls. 

John W. Young from Ellenboro, N. C., 
to Star Rt., Burnsville, N. C. 

Keeran C. Willis from Geneva, Ala., to 
Shorter, Ala. 

H. N. Alexander from Camden, Miss., 
to Itta Bena, Miss. 

W. D. Carty from Auxvasse, Mo., to 
Holly Grove, Ark. 
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E. C. Williams, formerly of Perry, Mo., 
now serves the Crawfordville, lowa, USA, 
church. 

John O. Taxis from Bethesda, Md., to 
the First (USA) church, Northville, Mich. 

Geo. C. Stulting, formerly of the Rhawn- 
hurst (USA) church, Philadelphia, Pa., 
now serves the Sebring, Fla., U.S., church. 

Ernest Stricklin, New Albany, Ind., 
USA church, has become pastor of the 
First church (U. S.) in Hazard, Ky. 

W. George Pagan from Arkadelphia, 
Ark., to Paris, Ark. 

Len W. Orr from the Gladewater, Texas, 
U. S., church to the Broken Arrow, Okla., 
USA church. 

Odis M. McNeill from Saltville, Va., to 
Chatham Hill, Va. 

James F. Lundquist, Jr., formerly as- 
sociate pastor of the Second church 
(USA), Baltimore, Md., to associate pas- 
tor, Westminster church (U. S.), Alexan- 
dria, Va. 


Floyd E. Hamilton, who has been a 
minister of the Orthodox Presbyterian 
church, is now pastor of the Centreville, 
Ala., U. S., church. 

Robt. E. Hoffman has resigned as 
pastor at Northfork, W. Va., to become 
a foreign missionary. 

George F. Conley, Ft. Sanders (USA) 
church, Knoxville, Tenn., is pastor of 
Floria (U. S.) church, Rt. 1, Herndon, Va. 

Donald W. Davidson from Sugar Land, 
Texas, to the Glenview church, Memphis, 
Tenn. 

R. E. W. SPEAKER 

Sidney A. Gates, First church, Salis- 
bury, N. C., will be the Religious Em- 
phasis Week speaker at Appalachian 
State Teachers‘ College, Boone, N. C., 
Oct. 2-6. 

DEGREE 

C. R. Slider, Marks, Miss., received the 
Th. D. degree at Iliff School of Theology, 
Denver, Colo., Aug. 25. His dissertation 
was: “An Objective Approach to Paul.” 
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